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Editorial
I express my heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Purushottam Singh for
the special issue of Kanpur Philosophers for year 2020 being
published in memory of Professor Kali Shankar Bhatnagar. In
1954, | had the opportunity to meet him as a research student
and | am very fortunate in this regard because | never seen
learned in my life like him. He had proficiency in teaching in
many disciplines. He was the founder head of the Departments
of History and Political Science, since both these departments
were started in VSSD College Kanpur in the year 1923.
Although Professor Bhatnagar, resident of Agra was first
appointed in DAV College Kanpur from the year 1921 to 1923
but on the request of Rai Bahadur Vikramajit Singh, he
accepted to work in VSSD College, Kanpur and in this
sequence he became the Head of Department of two
departments. Started in the year 1923 when VSSD College
was affiliated to Allahabad University. In the year 1928, the
college was affiliated with Agra University and after that
VSSD College was now affiliated to Kanpur University after
1965. Professor Bhatnagar did teaching work in VSSD
College, Kanpur, in which he taught History, Political Science,
Law, Commerce and Economics. In today's context, it seems
an exaggeration to say this, but it is absolutely true that he was
fully proficient in these five subjects and with authority. This
issue of the journal is full of diversity, in which a compilation
of 26 research papers on history, political science,
management, law and other subjects has been included, | must
give an account of one incident. Syed Akhtar Abbas Rizvi was
a research scholar who was working his respective research
work on Ain i Akbari under the supervision of Professor
Mohammad Habib in Aligarh Muslim University, but when he
came to know about Professor Kali Shankar Bhatnagar, After
meeting Sir Bhatnagar, S.A.A. Rizvi decided that he would
now do research work under the supervision of Professor
Bhatnagar, he changed his supervisor and university and did



his research work under the direction of Professor Bhatnagar
and he completed his thesis in the year 1948. Syed Akhtar
Abbas Rizvi became the first student to obtain Ph.D. degree
under the supervision of Prof. Bhatnagar | also completed my
thesis under the supervision of Professor Bhatnagar entitled
‘Agrarian History of Kanpur’ and which was evaluated by
Professor Eric Stokes of London. Professor Bhatnagar was also
the Principal of VSSD College Kanpur from 1954 to 1956 and
a grand ceremony was organized on the occasion of his
retirement in which Professor Ishwari Prasad of Allahabad
University and Professor Banarasi Prasad Saxena of Delhi
University joined, | got retired from my services in this college
in the year 1992 but even today memory of Professor
Bhatnagar is a wonderful experience. The History Department
of VSSD College, Kanpur has a long tradition of research
work in which 94 theses have been completed so far and many
teachers in the department have carried forward this tradition
during their tenure. | would like to thank Purushottam Singh,
who managed publication of this special issue with variety in
the memory of Professor Bhatnagar, while this year the college
has completed its 100 years and therefore this special issue is
relevant. In addition to Dr. Singh, the editor-in-chief of the
journal Dr. Atul Kumar Shukla and | congratulate the other
members of the editorial board, especially Professor Akhtar
Hussain Sandhu, Professor Farzand Masih, Professor J
Shanmugaraja and other experts.

Professor Ramakrishna Gupta
Professor Emeritus
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